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TIE Addreſs to the late Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty, upon the dege- 
 nerated, diſſatisfied ſtate of the Britiſh navys 
c&c. Kc. baving met with general appro- 
bation, and a very pleaſing reception from 
the moſt accompliſhed, experienced ſea offi- 
ers in His Majeſty”: 8 navy — And con- 
ceiving that a farther inveſtigation of the 
irregularities and miſmanagements, which 


Is INDE to be taken 81 Ld the ſpirited 


2 rat for John Stockdale, Piccadilly. 1 
5 r band 


| longed the Addreſ with 5 particular Z 
attention; and flattering myſelf, that thoſe 


| Strictures will © prove equally intereſting, 


and ſatisfactory to the public, and to offi- 
cial men in general, I ſhall, under ſuch a T 
-* conſideration, endeavour to proceed upon 
that clear and impartial ground, fo viſibly 
diſplayed in the. Addreſs; 551 and which, | . 
truſt, will effetually, ferve as. a ſubſtantial 1 


4111 


| baſis, whercon to reſt my Pretenſions and 7 


725% +. Fail i 


inclinations, to e into a candid diſcuſſion | 


7 of all thoſe irregularities and milmanage: 


ments, under various appointments in the 


7241 


og naval departments, which. appear to require 

5 attention and deformation. U pon this, pre- 

0 ſumption, I hope, not only to merit pub · 
5 lic approbation, but alſo that my zealous | 7 


attempts to ſupport the honour, dignity, 


and Wee pe His e ex⸗ 


bidited 


1 5 3 
bited with becoming temper, khumllity, 
and irmpartialrty, will -find pretection anf 
ſupport, in the Oy and ene minds 
e men. | 
e Laddreſſed their + Leaddig⸗ 4 upon. 
the "Uegentrated, diflatisfied fate ef the 
Pritith avy, &c. Ke. I Was perfectly 


ware, that my. ſaboruimate ſituation an 


VWeant of rank in the fer vice, would not in- 
title me to proper attention, however Jo 
crety they might have been diſpoſed to 
adapt the remedies propoſed in the Addreſs, 

to effect the various modes of reformation 
herein ſoggeſted. Rank and conſequence, 
even without abilities, are, in theſe times, 
eſſential· to ſupport a claim to attention; 
eſpecially, when the conduct of official 
men, and a reformation i in exalted Rations 
and their dependencies become the 95 of 
| Hſcufin, 7: | 


(6 

The ſudden departure of e ler 
— late Board, to whom the Addreſs 
was directed, would not admit of any ge- 
nuine information to tranſpire, how it ope- 
rated with their Lordſhips, either as a col- 
ledtive body, or as individuals in office. 
The Addreſs, therefore, under the denomir 
| nation, of a Profe Fonsi publication, loſt its 
intended effect „though it had the good 
fortune to meet dhe eee of the | 
IN ) eras. onto en eln 7 Ip 


Þ hope the Reber Board will te in 
And ſame predi ament, and therefore flatter 
myſelf their Lordſkips will condeſcend to 
pay ſome attention to the diſintereſted la- 
bours of a man, realous in the cauſe of re- 

formation, ceconomy, the honour! of His 
kar crown, Feed Und e welk of 5:4 


a" 
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The circumſtance, of attending to the 


preferment of old, deſerving, and expe- 
rienced officers, hath already undergone a 
candid conſideration,” by the prefent illuſtri- 
ous' Firſt Lord of the Admiralty; his Lord- 
_ thip's" diſipptobation,” of confirming very 
young men, who have been made officers, 


from the age of fourteen to twenty, hath 


alſo been manifeſted in his ſpirited deter- 
mination to e all: ſuch irregular ap- 
pointments, which have ſo abundantly 
ereated jealouſies, animoſities, and diſfeu- 


univerſal mürmurs through the kingdom, 


and I far: the preſent age will not reco- 


N 


ver from their p s effects; thougli we 


entertain the moſt flattering hopes, that 


_ his: 'Lordfhip's: accompliſhed abilities, and 


; unwearied- endeavours:to reform the navy; | 


Will, in e meaſure; reſtore us to odir 


4 . I 2 . + 11 i5t ber 2c FL priſtine 
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ptiſiine glory»: of an aureus. * 


formidable exertions. 25 1H 
* EF — 5 


[vi lp Rs A 155 3 | 
and condition of the. line of battle. ſbips, 
ſcems not to have been generally attended 
to... How deceitſall are appearances! they 
are not to be dependede upon, either in 


puhlic or pri vate ſituations. The elegant 


appearance ot Our: men of War catch, the 
eye." of uninformed men, and apparently; 


exhibit a fair outſide at, -their' moorings 
nn dhe reſpectiva harbours, Where they are 
nid up in ordinaey. They make: a ſplendid 
_ diſplay of ſpreading; awnings over their rot · 


ten decks, bright fides, and: painted weather 
works, &c. like the falſe and alluring 
elegance: of a modern proſtitute, who, upon 
@ cloſe examination into her interior matters, 


proves full of dangetous calamities, abound- 
ing with rottenneſs in her frame, and a 


1 
worn- down conſtitution. Such may be 
deemed the real ſtate of our navy in gene- 
ral — What avails the high - varniſhed bright 
fide, or elegantly-painted ſtern, when ſur- 
rounded with mountains of ſeas, in an 
ocean where no relief can be obtained? 
Then comes the awful reflection of broken 
beams, rotten timbers, and leaky ſeams, 
all ſhut up, and confined under the maſk 
of ſuperficial repairs, uſeleſs ornaments, and 
— bottom 8. 

This ſuggeſtion. nails me to the ſerious 
En of FER e 5 


5 I the moſt fenfible and beads 

information, it hath been obſerved, that the | 
coppering of ſhips, is become ſo pernicious 
in its conſequences, that nothing but a to- 
tal ſuppreſſion of ſo ruinous an application 


"| ws J 


can poſſibl y reſtore the navy to its original 
ſtrength and ſafety; at leaſt the ſtripping 


every bis of its copper, in the ſtate of or- 
dinary, ought to be put into immediate 
execution, in order to effect a ſpeedy exa- 
mination into the ſtate and condition of 6 
the moſt material and ſubſtantial parts of 
our men of war wh, le wholly under 
water. | | | 
The coppering of ſhips was | deemed ins, 
diſpenſably neceflary, during the late war, 
to put us upon, a footing with our ene- 


mies, in point of expeditious Giling, and. 


to prevent the inconvenient repetitions of 


docking ſhips, which enabled our fleets. and 
cruizers to keep their ſtations to a more ex- 
tended time, than the old mode of clean- 


| ing, : and FG. them could fab * 


mit of. 


o 4 
| 3 


k 

But the active and preſſing exigencies of 
war are not now in practice, nor even in 
meditation; therefore the ſtripping all our 
ſhips of copper would, indiſputably, add 
abundantly to the preſervation | of their 
bottoms; and every ſhip, in the Rate of 
ordinary, might be put into ſuch a reſpec- 
table condition, as would admit of their 
being copperetl Immediately / upon the com- 
mencement of a war, if coppering ſhould 
again be deemed neceſſary, upon the ſame 
principle that introduced it in the late war; 
and a line of battle ſhip might be coppered 
in three days under ſpirited exertions. 

The late introduction of bolts, made of 
a compoſition that effectually prevents the 
copper from corroding, (which ſo viſibly 
deſtroyed the iron bolts) was an ingenious | 
invention; they infallibl y ſecure the 


wooden n Ends of the planks in ſhips ä 
* Which, 


EY 
which, from the effect that copper. had 
upon iron bolts, became an alarming con- 
ſideration, becauſe the wodden ends of the 
planks, which are ſecured by bolts to the 
timbers, or frame of a ſhip, are the moſt 
material parts to be depended upon to pre- 
vent foundering at ſea; for, ſhould the 
wooden end of a plank ſtart from the 
bolts under water, a ſhip, in ſuch a peril-- 

- ous ſituation, would find it extremely dif- 
ficult to be relieved from the horrid fate 
of ſhipwreck : and I believe the introduc-, 
tion of new - conſtructed | bolts, has not. 
been generally applied to the King's ſhips, 
which makes it the more an immediate 
duty, in our official men in the naval de- 
partment, to cauſe the bottoms of thoſe. 
ſhips, which are not yet relieved from the 
iron bolts, to be taken in hand without a 
moment's delay; otherwiſe, the copper - 
operating ng the iron bolts, will cer- 
tain] y 


10 
tainly produce all thoſe dangerous effects 
which have already been ſuggeſted upon 
ſhips, whoſe wooden ends are faſtened with 
iron bolts to the frame, and whoſe bot- 
toms are now ſhut up with copper. 


From the intimation lately ſuggeſted 
upon the ſubject of relieving ſhips whoſe 
bottoms are faſtened with iron bolts, they 
have begun to take into dock the beft- 
contioned men of war, for the purpoſe of 
driving out all the iron bolts, and of re- 
placing them with compoſition bolts, which 
is certainly a very judicious undertaking ; 
but as it will require fix companies of ſhip- 
wrights ſix weeks, at leaſt, to ſhift all the 
bolts of one line of battle ſhip, without 
performing any other work, the deplorable 
condition of thoſe ſhips which require mid- 
ling and t2v0-third repairs, (and two-thirds 
of the navy are in that periſhing ſtate) 
*þ | will, 


199 

will, of courſe, 1 in a few years, bring them 
into ſuch a fituation, that they will even- 
tually become rotten and totally unfit even 

to undergo a thorough repair; and I am | 
ſure, to enable government to replace the 
periſhable and irrepairable men of war with 
new ſhips, would require infinite tirne, and 
continual eee; ſupplies ' of money | 
to \accompliſh. a 


Upon a particular examination into ſome 
ſhips bottoms. ſince the late war, it has been 
found, (moſt viſibly about the garboard 
freak and bends) that the oakum in the 
ſcams was entirely annihilated,” nothing 
but the act of divine Providence could 
have brought them ſafe to port; ; which 
authenticated circumſtances, evidently cor 


roborate every idea ſuggeſted in the ad. 


drefs to the Admiralty touching the abomĩ- 


nable 8 of — the King's ſhips 
K with 


| ( as J 
With rotten, water-ſoken, ſtuff, inſtead of 
2ev manufactured oakum, propoſed to the 
Navy Board by a gentleman of great ex- 
perience, for the more effectually caulking 
His Majeſty's ſhips; and here I beg leave 
to make an extract from the journal of 
Captain Cook's laſt voyage to the ſouthern 
hemiſphere, in order to confirm the idea 
already ſuggeſted upon the pernicious, ob- 
ſtinate mode of caulking the King's ſhips 
with rotten water- ſoaken oakum. Captain 
Cook, when at Prince William ſound; in 
the north weſt continent of America, find- 


ing his ſhip leaky, took the opportunity, 


while at anchor in Snug Corner Cove, to 
give her a heel, and the following is an 
extract from the journal: Early the next 
“ morning we gave the ſhip a heel to 
port, in order to come at, and ſtop the leak. 
„On ripping off the ſheathing, it was 
L found to be in the ſeams, which were 

« yery 


[ 16 J 
hs very open, both in and under the wale Np 
« and in Yeveral my not a bit 77 oa kum 

5 in them.” 


From the immediate and frequent demands 
for ſhips, during the late war, upon every 
ſation, it became the duty of government 
to equip them with the moſt poſſible ex- 
pedition; and from the ſeverity of repeated 
trying ſervices, as well as the length of 
time which required them to be upon their 
reſpective Rations, . it did not occur to of- 
ficial men in general, the fatal conſe- 

quences that would eventually. ariſe from 
_ ſhutting up ſhips bottoms with copper, 
for ſuch long periods of time as ſome of 
them were obliged to undergo; and, in- 
| deed, it did not firike home upon men's 
minds, until a general | aſtoniſhment aroſe, 
upon the loſs of ſo many capital ſhips, 
1 which could not be properly accounted for, 


until 


E 
until the univerſal alarm took place reſpec- 
ting copper bottoms. ; | | 


Notwithſtanding the moſt ingenious at- 
| tention hath been applied to render the 
coppering of ſhips' bottoms perfectly ſe- 
cure, yet one material circumſtance oc- 
curs, and which appears not to have been 
generally attended to; that is, a timely in- 


ſpection into the ſeams under water, before 


the application of copper becomes neceſſary. 
After having expatiated upon theſe very 
ſerious matters ſo extremely alarming to 
the nation in general, and to ſeamen 
in particular, I truſt it will not be im- 
proper to urge the propriety, and indeed 
the neceſſity, of ſtripping the copper from 
every ſhip's bottom, and to recommend the 
preparing them as expeditioſly as the poſ—- 
fibility of leading them into dock will ad- 
5 1 . mit 


[ 18 } 
mit of, for the purpoſe of undergoing an 
impartial examination into the real condi- 
tion of their interior works; and thoſe 
ſhips which ſhall appear to require calking 
only, may ſoon be put into a compleat 
ſtate of ordinary, there to remain in conſtant 
readinefs for the reception of copper bot- 
toms, whenever the exigency of ſervice ſhall 
_—_ them to be Por into o commiſſion, 5 

The univerfal cry agent copper 1 
and particularly while ſhips are lying in 
the inactive ftate of ordinary, cannot ad- 
mit of a doubt as to the propriety of ſirip- 
ping them immediately, and of introducing 
che old mode of caulking ſeams and pay 
ing bottoms, triennialiy, | which would un- 
doubtedly keep them in perfect readineſs to 
be fitted out upon any occaſion that ſhould 
abſolutely e their nnn en 
aner at ſea. | a . 

In 


„„ 

In order to elucidate the propoſition for 
aboliſhing the coppering of ſhips in the ſtate 
of ordinary, I ſhall make one remark, which 


I conceive will ſo effectually operate upon 


the mind of every experienced ſea officer, that 
1 havenot a doubt but they will very readily 
acquieſce in the propoſition to aboliſh cop- 
per bottoms in the ſtate of ordinary, Sup- 
pole the beſt-conditioned ſhip—for inſtance, 
the Warrior, of ſeventy-four guns, in Portſ- 
mouth harbour, with a complete copper 


bottom, ſhould remain three years in the 


tate of ordinary, and be ordered to fit out 
with all . for the Eaſt or Weſt 
| . Fu | „„ 


Query — Whet e would be 
raſh enough to take upon him the com- 
mand of that ſhip, after having been three 
years in ordinary, without her being taken | 
into dock, to be ſtripped of the copper, and 
A tho- 
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| thoroughly caulked ? — To ſuppoſe that 
ſuch a ſhip ſhould proceed to the Eaſt or 
Weſt Indies, after her bottom had been 
ſhut up with copper three or four years, 
would be extreme folly and madneſs ; in- 
deed it would not be ſafe to ſend her a chan- 
nel cruize for three months, eſpecially 
while they continue to caulk the King's 
ſhips with rotten, water-ſoaken oakum, 


which has inconteſtibly been proved: to be 


made of ſuch periſhable ſtuff, that it will 
deſtroy itſelf, and become totally annihi- 
"lated, in the courſe of a few years, even 


when ſhips are in an inactive ſtate: there- 
fore the beſt-conditioned capital ſhip, which 
ſhall be ordered to ſea, after her bottom has 
been ſhut up three or four years with cop- 


per, would inevitably become a fieve, and 


only ſerve as a coffin to bury the carcaſſes of 


oy or * hundred of His Majeſty's beft 


99958 


1 
ſubjects in ſome heavy gale of wind in the 
Ocean. | 


I with to inforce the circumſtance of diſ- 
continuing copper bottoms, under every 
conſideration of diſapprobation. The ge- 
neral obſervation and conviction upon the 
pernicious effects which have recently been 
authenticated, from the long. continuance 
of copper upon ſhips' bottoms, lead to the 


inconteſtible proof of the ſource of thoſe 


manifold evils. which are too melancholy 
even to ſuggeſt ; and although I am ſanc- 
tioned through the public voice, and ſup- 
ported by private, official, reſpectable opi- 
- nions, to explode the abominable prac- 
tice of coppering ſhips“ bottoms, (though 
abſolutely neceſſary in time of war,” to ena - 
ble our ſhips to keep pace with the maneæu- 
vres of our enemies) yet I, as an obſcure 
individual, do not feel myſelf of ſo much 

195 | impor- 


[| az } 

importance, to conceive that any recom- 
mendation of mine upon this intereſting 
ſubject, can in the leaſt, operate to pro- 
mote its being carried into immediate exe- 
cution. But it is very ſincerely to be 
hoped, that ſome ſpirited perſons of rank 
and abilities, will ſpeedily take up theſe ſeri- 
ous matters, which have been ſo clearly 
| ſuggeſted, upon the decline of our navy. 
The animated and impartial information al- 
ready exhibited upon this ſubject, will in- 
fallibly lead to a proper inveſtigation of its 
great importance; and although our great 
men at preſent, are involved in too much 
party conteſt and partial attention to politi- 
cal matters, in order to eſtabliſh ſome points 
neceſſary to the well · being of the conſtitu- 
tion, yet the navy, conſidered as our moſt 
natural and formidable ſupport in times of 
danger, ought to be the firſt of all impor- 
tant conſiderations, which ſhould engage 

| the 


| (49 ] 
the attention of official men ; for we know 
not how ſoon we may be called forth to 
battle, to oppoſe and defeat the evil deſigns 
of our jealous, inveterate enemies, who are 
putting their navy upon the moſt reſpectable 
footing, under all the ſpirited and expenſive 
exertions, that Miniſters and workmen can 
f ens effect. | 


Although ſome of our reſpeAtable expe- 
rienced ſea officers, have attempted to bring 
forward the important conſideration of put- 
ting our navy into a ſound ſtate and condi- 
tion; yet it remains a matter to be inforced, 
under every . of œconomical 
* 
Lee be the watch word of the 
day among Miniſters! and let our military : 
eftabliſhments be reduced accordingly : but 
let not the means whereby we, at a future 
| | : period, 


„ 

period, are to ſupport the empire in all its 
riches, honour and glory, degenerate into 
1 an weleſs, rotten ſupport of the conſtitution. 
Such ill-timed ceconomy would aſſuredly 
ereate abundant diſſatisfaction and diſſention 
3 ourſelves, and render us completely 


eee, enemies. I am 
ſure no man who poſſeſſes the ſterling ſpirit 


of a Briton, will murmur at any extraordi- 
nary ſupplies which ſhall be granted to put 


de navy upon” a reſpeckible föoting; every 
Ffficial, well informed man will juſtify the 
voting an additional ſupply of money, to 
; be applied towards completing a proportion- 


able number of capital ſhips, to be in readi- 


neſs for ſea as ſoon as the poſſibility of the 


moſt powerful exertions can effect it, which, 


under every circumſtance of 'a country lia- 
ble tö a ſea war, at a very ſhort notice, 


Mould "undoubtedly: be mY into immediate 


3 "3; oF 25 . E 1 ret. © execution, 
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execution, to meet the n of. ſuch 


an event. 


be a debe 


navy have been in, had the war continued 


even twelve months longer, from the fatal 
conſequences - that would have infallibly 
ariſen upon the operation of copper on ſhips 
bottoms, whoſe wooden ends were all faſ- 
tened with iron bolts, and. the ſeams. caulked 


with rotten water-ſoaken oakum ? Upon the 
protraction of the war another year, the 
principal part of our line of battle ſhips 
would conſequently . have been employed 


in the Weſt Indies, where there are no 
docks to receive them, for the neceſſary 


purpoſe of examining into the ſtate and 


condition of their bottoms; and probably 


fromthe cxtracedigary demands there wonld 
 baye been for large ſhips, upon foreign fta- | 


tions, where the inevitable preſſing exigen- 


Dan 
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cies of idee ſervices would have requi- 
red their conſtant appearance, it would not 
have been poſſible, even to have admitted 
the worſt-cotiditioned men of war, to have 
undergone the leaſt examination, reſpecting 
their complainiug and diſtreſſing condition; 
and although our navy at the commence- 
ment of the peace, appeared to be in a re» 
fpectable Nate, yet had the capital ſhips been 
employed another campaign in the Weſt 
| Indies, bound up with copper bottoins, and 
eaulked with rotten, water-foaken oakum, I 
conceive, under theſe alarming circumſtan- 
ces, we ſhould have received the moſt fatal 
accounts of ſhips being loſt and foundered at 
Tea, and which would have been aſcribed 
| wholly to their bottoms. baving been hut 
vp with copper, beyond a reaſonable time of 
ſerviee: "and it is not to be doubted but 
that many of 'the capital thips would have 
dated the fate of t the Centaur and Ramil- 


lies, | 


: E i 1 
lies, upon a general order for the fleet to re- 


turn to England, after having ſerved another 
campaign in the Weſt Indies: ſo that pro- 
bably one half of our navy would have 


been leſt bebind in the Atlantic ocean, in- 
ſtead of being ſaſely moored in the harbours 


of England; which, circumſtanced as they 


were, at the concluſion of the -war, it was 


with the utmoſt difficulty, they were | 


Enabled: to reach the Britith Channel; and 


under the complicated: diftreſſing evils of 


erippled maſts,” rotten frames, and leaky 


bottoms,” caulked with rotten water ſoaken ; 


alum, and ſhut 7 with "OE 


The an — a 0 3 theſs 
very efſential conſiderations alone, ought, in 
the eftimation of ſenſible, impartial men, to 
and experienced miniſter, the Earl of Shel- 
n whoſe conſummate — * 
N -D 2 , him 


* 
—— — ——— A — 


perfectly juſtifiable, in that great 


' / 


„„ 
bim to effect ſo neceflary and timely an event, 


td the everlaſting honour of his adminiſtra- 
_ N future Wage of up D, 1 al 


8 


1 hes, 3 an | eftabliſhed 1 maxim, 


among the moſt powerful and ſneceſsful 


nations, to make peace with ſword in hand; 


and if we bad not availed ourſelves of ſuch a a 
propitious ſeaſon, when our navy was deem 
ed reſpectable, the event of another campaign 1 


might have reduced us to a defeated ſup- 


pliant ſtate, overwhelmed: with a powerful | 
combination of numerous enemies, who, 
EC] tu. 


perhaps, might have. prevailed ſo et 
ally over Great Britain, as to have dictated, 


in the fulleſt extent, the terms and condi- 


tions en _ e 


195 e en 1 we to 0 tele our- 
Ales, under the advantegeous conditions 


e in the articles/ of the. late 


5 i which 


E 


i which nothing but the moſt experienced | 


and improved abilities could have effected; 
and at a time when the nation was mani- 


feſtly depreſſed with an enormous debt, and 


ſurrounded with numerous; hoſts of increafs 


2 | 
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bottoms. may be adopted in time of pro- 


found peace, for the purpoſe of putting our 
ſhips into a ſound ſtate of ordinary; yet 


there are other matters, upon which the 
ſecurity and reſpectab i of the DIFF very 
material y. Aarne 


8 
N 4 


| 4 every « Antoni antes Gama 
it is eſſential to the well-being, of the.coun- 


a, fe: that ſenſible, experienced, well-informed | 


men, ſhould, be appointed to the moſt ac- 


tive, reſponſible employments, in order to 
enforce and recommend to Parliament, every | 


Ki | | | ; | rea- 


ing enemies, in every quarter of . the wor Id. 


utc Notwithſtanding the aboliſhing of copper 


. 
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reaſonable and neceſſary ſupply, which ought 
to be granted for the honour, digni 
ſupport of the nation. I will not preſume to 


declare, that all the active departments un- 
der Government, are filled with fenfible, er- 
perienced, well-informed men; to offer a 
1 poſitive opinion upon ſuch matters, would 

de extreme arrogance, in one, who has 

nothing but a ſmall portion of merit, and 
a ſeries of faithful ſervices to * his 
1 | : 1 1 5 LP . 
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The going is Puliianent with a mind 


full of genuine information, ferling inte- 


grity, and ſound abilities, will ever intitle 


: mien, under theſe deſcriptions, to be heard 
with attention — They can boldly afk for 


fupplies, to forward the neceffary operations 
of their reſpective departments; ſuch men 


ſeldom fail to increaſe the reſpectability of 


their ſtations; and though the public may 


ot 25 a N 7 
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E 
be diflatisfied, in ſome inſtances, where 
money appears to be improperly granted, | 
yet, we are bound to depend upon the unal- 
terable, conttolling power of Parliament, to 
decide ultimately upon all matters con- 
__ the erent of TOY money. 

It EO "OY Agel by ſome ceſoetable, | 
W men, that the vaſt ſums of 


money which have been expended upon our 
fortifications would have contributed more 
to the real ſecurity and benefit of the na- 


tion, had thoſe ſums been appropriated to 


the Wu and repairs of the —_ 


1 believe it hath bled uſual for men in 
Ei ations to plead powerfully, and 
indeed feel abundantly for their ſeveral ſitu- 
ations as public officers, and even to facri- | 
fee weer other conſideration, to promote 
| | the 
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the executive arrangements of their own n 


eee departments. eee SCC 
Us Dads of R- whoſ: 8 abi- 
les intitle him to all the honour and re- 
ſpect, His Majeſty, and the nation can poſ- 
ſibly beſtow upon him, poſſeſſes the moſt 
| ſubſtantial ceconomical abilities of any ** 
under Government, and no one appears 


be more capable of cleanſing the . 


ſtable. All his arrangements, improve- 
ments, and reformations, through the ex- 
tenſive department of the Ordnance, are 
evidently founded upon ſuch œconomical, 


ſenſible, and ſpirited plans, that to ſay no 8 
more. of chem, Og are d arranged, 


At 8 £8: 


". Bot, . are een hat will en 
themſelves againſt the ſenſible and powerful 
exertions of his Grace, There are many, 


4 £ who 


* 
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who ſay, that to promote the very expen- 
five and uſeleſs. conſtructions of fortifica- 


tions, in Great Beiden, 3 is s falſe and delufi ve 
wo 


— 


e his ip ſhould by allowed 


: great merit, in raiſing fortifications to de- 
fend the country againſt an army of an ene- 


my, yet it may be ſuggeſted, that he would 


acquire more real and univerſal approbation, | 
were he to devote himſelf, and be aſſiſting, 


in the more conſequential buſineſs of put- 


ting the navy into. ſuch a reſpectable ſtate, 
' as, would enable us to defeat the fleets of our 
combined enemies, which, probably, a few 


years may compel us to meet again, in all 


the pride, pomp, and circumſtance of dread- 
ful war —and if we ſhould be caught in the 
ſame unfortunate ſituation, that ſtamped our 
ſhame, and leſſened the envied glory of Great 
Britain, at the beginning of the late war, 
E 5 with 
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with an raferite fleet, our ſuperb fortifica- 


tions will avail but little, towards prevent- 
Ing the army of an enemy landing in vari- 


ous acceſſible parts of the kingdom and 
the conſequence of an invaſion unmolefted 
by a Britiſh fleet, 1 yore. to the feel ings 
of Britons v to decide band 95 


Y 


1 cannot FRY be admittbd, that the erec- 


ting fortifications about Portſmouth and 
Plymouth, is highly necefſary. The infi- 
nite conſequence which theſe arſenals are 


to the nation, requires they ſhould be pro: 
tected againſt ſudden attacks of our ene- 


mies — If the French can raiſe 50,000 ſea - 
men, in the courſe of a few weeks, under 
the eſtabliſhment of a naval regiſter, it 
might undoubtedly! put this country into a 


very precarious ſituation ; therefore, every 


neceſſary precaution ſhould be enforced, to 


prevent any ſudden attacks upon the dock 
ns” a4 5 


„ 
yards, wherein our moſt capital reſources 
are contained, for the important rot 
of fitting out the navy. 


FR The fortifications about Portſmouth and 
| Plymouth, under this conſideration, indiſ- 
1 putably become objects of real importance, 

and ſhould, moſt certainly be put into a 
formidable Rate of defence. Though I can- 
not yet be convinced, that the conſtructing 
fortifications about theſe places, ſhould have 

a priority of attention, over that of putting 
our navy into a ſound, reſpectable condi- 


. 
ee  —— — —— 8 
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Why cannot Great Britain eſtabliſh a 
regiſter of ſeamen, in order to defeat the 
fudden attempts of our enemies? A regiſter 

hath already been ſuggeſted, in the Addreſs 
to the Aduuraltys which I am confident , | 
eee 3 THe might | 


— oy th 1 
. 


Tis | 


might be eſtabliſhed, upon a very 7 conipre 
uſeful plan. 


If our ſhips could be put into a proper 


ſtate for ſea ſervice, and the ſeamen col- 
lected in as ſhort a time as thoſe of France, 


we might then be enabled to defend our 
dock yards, againft any ſudden attempts of 


our e without che afliſtance of for- 


U 


But if our ſhips are to be neglected, and 


no regiſter. of ſeamen eſtabliſhed, I conceive 
the ereCting fortifications round the dock 


yards, to be a wiſe, Judicious, and neceſ- 
: To OG 44 5 
1 Any bee wich tk from incli- 
nation and duty to promote the line of ſer- 
3 vice, which ſtamps bis profeſſion. His 


Grace was bred a ſoldier; he has contri- 


buted 


'F 


„ 1 

| buted abundantly to the improvement and 
reſpectability of his profeſſion; and-merits 
to be applauded, for his ſteady attachment 
to every circumſtance of its aggrandize- 
ment. | | | 


The honourable gentleman, who fits as 
third officer at the Board of Ordnance, is a 
profeſſional man, but in another line to that 
of his Grace. It afforded extreme ſatisfac- : 
tion to many ſea officers, to hear the ho- 
nourable gentleman had publicly declared, 
he would not give up hir profeſſion upon any 
_ conſideration whatever. I applaud his bigh | 
ſpirited, manly ſentiments, and rejoice'at his 
immoveable determination, becauſe he is an 
accompliſhed ſeaman — He- poſſeſſes a bril- 
liancy and ſuperiority of genius, that will 
ſoon do infinite honour to the Britiſh/ſenate, 
and he is perfectly eligible to any appoint- 
ment Miniſters can beſtow upon him. He 
i | fills 


'S 
'| 
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Ai the tation of furveyor-general, with be- 


_ coming ſpirit, and elegant abilities: but 1 


could with to ſee this brilliant young man 
appear more viibly attached and devoted 


to his profeſſion as a ſeaman. He hath al- 


ready diſtinguiſhed himſelf in a very emi- 
nent degree, as a {ea officer, by one of the 


moſt intrepid manoeuvres, that ever graced. 


the honourable deeds of a gallant com- 


mander. His quitting the command of a 
ſeventy-four. gun ſhip, to be ſeated at the 
board of ordnance, ſeems to be a little d- 


verſe to his declaration, that he would not 


Sie up lis profeſſion upon any confideration 
vate ver. Perhaps it might be deemed 


commendable in him to accept of the ſar- 
encral{ up, not under 255 conſide- 
uniary ad vantage, but to place 


| wel ne deten. that would enable him 
to-exhibit thoſe ſplendid and improved abi. 


* 4 


Litiess's which he is ſo perſeatly capable of | 
| diſ- 


Ordnance; I preſume he would have been of 
infinitely more uſe and conſequence to his 


[ 39 1 


7 diſplaying upon all occafions; and which 


the dull inaQive ſervice of a guardſhip could 


not in any manner admit of. Although I 
admire, in a very extended degree, the ami- 
able character and elegant abilities of this 


honourable gentleman, yet I cannot ap- 


prove of his retiring from the naval ſervice, 


to that of the ordnance, to promote and en- 
courage every vote of ſupply that can pol- 


| fibly be obtained, for the purpoſe of erefting 
expenſive fortifications, f in preference to the 


more beneficial extraordinary ſupplies, which 


oug ht to be granted for putting our navy 
upon an immediate reſpectable footing. If 
the honourable gentleman had been ap- 


pointed to the Admiralty, inſtead of the 


country, than his preſent appointment will 


Et him. I am confident, the Board of 
Admiralt ö have received a very able 


acqui- 


acquiſition, from the ſenſible and ſpirited =: 
4 pmol. 1 loch. an r e officer. : 


15 The je profeſion A abe e that 

a man ſhould be in conſtant habits of prace- 
tical knowledge, to o qu him as. a com- 7 
_ officer. 1: 1+. : 


+7 


Pax 


. Bout A profeſional 11 25 1403 Aae in 

the Houſe of Commons, that he would not 
take any navy officer who had ever —_ - 

upon the /muggling ſervice, to be an officer £0 

under him in the navy. The rank and con- 

ſequence of his Lordſhip may, in his own 

eſtimation,” entitle him to broach any opi- 

nion, either upon profeſſional, or political 
the Houſe of Commons; but „ 


ſubjects, in t 
I win not allow him to be a competent 
judge of naval merit, if he preſume to pro- „„ 
8 Aer ibe men, Who are in the immediate track OS 
| pnerealiog: the Pratlical knowiadge 3 
M | their 


E 


their profeſſion; ſuch an illiberal inſinuation 
might correſpond with his Lordſhip's mo- 
dern refined ideas of ſeamanſhip; but his 
ſentiments are totally derogatory to the ori- 
ginal, manly principles of a W tho- 
vough- -bred ſeaman. | 


will. not pay even his Lordſhip ſo bad a 
compliment as to conceive, that were he to 
command a frigate, or any ſmaller veſſel, 
to protect the revenue from ſmuggling, 
that either his Lordſhip's manners and prin- 
eiples would become vitiated upon ſuch an 
active ſervice, or that his knowledge, as a 
Y practical ſeaman, would degenerate, or be 

diminiſhed, I believe, in the late peace, his 

Lordſhip had the honour to command a fri- 
gate upon the ſmuggling ſervice, though I 

_ conceive,' from the appearance of his cabin, 
at that time, (it being crammed with ſta- 
tutes, and other uſeful docu- 


F ments, 
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ments, to qualify a man for political life) 
his profeſſional abilities were not very con- 
Tpicuouſly improved upon the ſtation ;- in- 
deed his ſentiments then ,muſt have been 
perfectly conſiſtent with his preſent ideas, 
that a man would diſqualify himſelf as a 


4 navy officer, who ſhould condeſcend to be 
employed upon the ſmuggling ſervice.” I 


deny every poſition which his Lordſhip's 


profound erudition, or ſuperficia] experience 
of ſeamanhip, can enable him to advance 
upon this ſubject, and dare preſume to aſſert, 
what though it might be the fate of an officer 


to ſerve upon the ſmuggling ſervice, and ad- 


mitting his abilities and education would 


not enable bim to ſtudy politics, or that he 
may not be diſpoſed to a rler his profſſons 


figure away, in party diſputation, in the 


Houle of Commons, and to ſet himſelf up 
as the paragon of naval ale, . an offi- 


cer 


T as) 
cer may have it in his power to acquire the 
practical and theoretical knowledge of a 
| ſeaman, and thereby become a proper per- 
ſon to be employed in His Majeſty's navy, 
though, perhaps, not in ſuch a modern, 
elegant, high-finiſhed ſtyle as would recom- 
mend him to ſtrut upon the quarter deck of 
hisLordſhip's man of war, with the graceful 
airs and conſequence of a Fg honourable | 
commander. 5 


If we were to ſearch the navy liſt, 
there are many excellent characters to be 
found, who have ſerved upon the ſmuggling | 
| duty, and are now in high eſtimation as 
ſeamen and officers. . I cannot admit that 
an officer's being employed in a King's 
| fhip, to act againſt ſmugglers, can in any 
degree operate to his prejudice as a ſeaman 

and officer, becauſe he hath: manifeſtly 

been in proper habits of receiving practical 
F 2 ; know- 
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knowledge. To be ſure he cannot ore 
acquired that formal etiquette of ſervice, fo 
neceſſary to be kept up on board flag ſhips, 
in order to attain the ęſence of politeneſs : 
and reſpeeiul derlei. , r 56. 


Fass bing happily., eſtabliſhed, - th 
ſmuggling duty conſequently. becomes g the 
moſt active ſervice upon which our navy 
officers can be eſſentially employed both at 
| home and abroad : therefore the doctrine 
ſuggeſted by the noble Lord to diſcourage 
officers 1 in the navy, from exerciſing them 
ſelves i in the genuine practical profeſſion of 0 
* ſeaman, would infallibly prove fatal to 
. the. nation, were his erroneous e of 6s: 55 


vice to be ee 


1 hs his Lordſhip: v views abs means 


of obtaining the profeſſion of a ſeaman, 


th Wa the medium of claſſical conſtruc- 
| tion 9 


t 8 3 

tion, heightened by fophiſtical and meta- 
phyſical —_— of reaſoning and inſtruc- 
tion. 


Perhaps too his Lordſhip conceives, that 
a long- laboured ſpeech, bellowed forth in the 
Houſe of Commons, agarnft a Miniſter ro- 
day, and another in his favour to-morrow, 
will entitle him to be reſpected as the 
champion of naval merit and accompliſh- 
ments. | 


— 
— 


8 once had the honour to have my teſti- 
monials laid before his Lordſhip, reſpec- 
ting my qualifications and pretentions to 
preferment, when he was a Lord of the 
Admiralty. Notwithſtanding I had paſſed | 
a proper examination, touching my abili- 
ties as a ſeaman, and had been nearly thirty 


Fears in the naval ſervice, it was not 


ä deerned * to entitle me to prefer- 
7 Y ment, 


* 
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ment, becauſe I had not taken out my 
time at the Navy Office, as a rated mate 
dr midſhipman for two years, which others 
had done while they were children at ſchool ; | 
and though I might have availed myſelf af | 
ſuch an indecent privilege, I could not have 
the afurance to ſupport the impoſition, 
4 bh erat that my character and ſervices 
were Autfictently eligible to obtain a com- 
' miffion., . His Lordſhip 80 opinion upon 


— 
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| E: that matter, agreeable to his own letter to 
| | - the late Sir William James, was as fol- 
| 3 lows ye is A fundamental rule, I be- 
| « heve, never, in any inſtance, deviated 


— INOS 
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rg from by the Admiralty, that no perſon 

l . even be examined for a lieutenant, 

; & who! has not been at leaſt two years 

K 15 rated. Ibe rule appears to me ſo pro- 
4 per and reaſonable, and the ſmalleſt de- 

2 + viation from it pregnant with ſo much 

| < miſchief. to the, ict, that I, will 
102 0 oy „„ fairly : 


4 ti 8 *> 
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POE, fairly own, that I would not attempt it, 
% even was I not, as I am, convinced 
« that it would be impoſſible to obtain 
4 


R 


ſuch a ſubverſion of a moſt eſſential re- 
« gulation, to gratify any individual... 


I ſhall take the liberty to make ſome re- 
marks upon his Lordſhip's very ſerious con- 
| fideration, as to the impropriety of e 
me to the rank of lieutenant. lf FR . 
1. | The article expretite d i the conditions 


| for making lieutenants runs thus: — 
.- 40 That they have ſerved ſix years at ſea, \ 

and have been rated two of the ſaid fix 
” benen as gens or hm mate 

n not under rent years of age.” 1 
I would Neher ar Rn were he to 
„ e the ſubverſion of ſo eſſential * 
5 : x | : ation 
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. lation 1 in every Inflance; ; but there are too 
many inſtances wherein this article hath 
been moſt ſhamefully 'ſubverted,” which 
hath led me to conceive, that the regula- 
tion pointed out by his Lordſhip is not 
f -f efential to the making officers, as jͥůe | . 
would wiſh to inſinuate. Although his 
Lordſhip ſet his face ſo indignantly againſt 
that particular part of the article, which 
requires a perſon. to be rated 2% years, 
mate or midſh pman, in the inſtance of bs 
my application for preferment, yet I: con- 1 ; 
ceive, upon an impartial examination into 
= the adminiſtration of the Admiralty, while 
: he was at the. Board, it will be found, 
that there were numberleſs  ſubverfions of 
this article, in general, upon the making o 
officers, particularly under the abominable 5 
admiſſion of boys, not twenty years of 
age, and ſome there were ho had not 
even attained the age of | fifteen: the being 
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rated two years ane is too often 
only nominal. His Lordſhip 'pretends to 
have an univerſal knowledge of naval af- 
fairs q he therefore cannot but know, that 
being rated mate or midſhipman, has, of 
late, been obtained in a manner not to be 
juſtified. I will not. ſay, poſitively, that 
his Lordſhip was made an officer, by pro- 
curing it contrary to the true meaning of 
- the regulation, and thereby became per- 
ſonally acceſſary to the ſubverſion of the 
article: 1 leave the conſideration of that 
matter to his own feelings and reflection. 
| It i is not becauſe a perſon can produce a 
certificate of his having been rated mate 
or midfhipman two years, that the regu- 
lation is complied with efentially, i it means, 
| the perſon ſhould have been really at fea 
during that time. His Lordſhip is well 
informed; how many officers there are now 
in the ferviee, who nominally ſerved: as 
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88 Pend: there are are, various > ata. 1 -} 
es to evince. the. Jubverfion, of this. &fſex 
= of the regulation. There, are 


| gowin being, who, were made. L 
under feen years of ages.,and. I. a 
| fident: . Loxdlhip. is 8 not , ftrs | 
ble 


Ir when he, 


de the, gfenfible; cha 


0 all occaſions, 1 
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| It has been urged, by official mens in 


-_—_— gry = oe to. toy. and 
knew nothing of perſons. being under ages 
names to ſuch | unwarrantable purpoſes, 


were ding wrong; ak that the ad 
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ficers had been literally and impartially en · 


forced againſt all attempts to invade the 


0 ation, and had the ane e 
Aachen forbid the bees ppoint ; 


af boys. under e years of age, aud 
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der theſe circumſtances. this: won 
"have been more re Rake: at 80 moment, 
and ah unhappy d | 
eib fo vikibly - navy. 


Ppoa eee at antes wa 
officers upon their reſpective ſtations, 
ſanctioned and encouraged, to promot 
own children and thoſe of their frignds 
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5 Feeling myſelf to have been exre 
ill treated upon the partial opinion nen! 
the noble Lord preſumed to offer 

ting my protenſions-t to pr 
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* 5 a key 
„ impartiality and warrantable reta- 
b when I declare, that notwith- 
finding W Lotdidgys Tank nd 60e 
' quence have placed him beyond the con- 
tempt of an obſcure” individual, I believe 
his abilities, as an officer, were never diſ- 
I: yed; in ſo eminent a degree, as to en- 
title him, in realiq, to the ſmniles of his 
Sovereign, or to 1 erit the approbation of 
the Public. He might have impoſed 
others that he is poſſeſſed of * | 
mme and coniſteat principles,” | 
1 4 "off ait 11 in 
„ | During he Oy — 
} A wventy-four gun ſhip ; at the 
ſame time he was but à young Captain, 
and held a ſeat at the Admiralty Board. 
His feelings (though they are not of the 
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cauſe, er that time, there wete many old 
and reſpe&table Captains foliciting for er 
novi ent ann bo would have been 
happy: 1 "I FR 


of a ſeventy: 
four gun ſbip ; but ?hey" 2 in 00 


dow abilities and = 
3 influence, etmble#' him e vo 1 woo 


| man would Len. dee er 


pe” to be ge at hav port he ſhould think 
proper to direct Perhaps his Lordfhip 


deems it the wank privilege of an Triſh 


peer, to command a ſeventycfour gun ſhip, 


and at che ſame” time hold à ſeat at the 


pee Fe Board.” Bat is not this = 


* — a 2 eential regulation” 10 
„ gratify an individual?” His Lordſhip 
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rated mate or midſh man. 


calls loudly fe 
h vom whole nation are in aſtoniſhment. at its 
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"ts ed abilities, are perfectly 
capable of reſtoring the navy to its former 
ſpitit and diſcipline; but I will not admit, 
that ĩt can be Subftantially eſtabliſhed, until 
"4 a general ſyſtem of reformation be effec- 
| ted; and that [the ſpecific article, direQing 
the mode of. making officers be enforced, 
under the moſt impartial” and determined 
tegulation. 7: wenty-one years of age, ought 
to be the fixed ſtandard, to entile qualified = 
perſons to commiſſions. in the navy; none 
: to be admitted officers under that age, upon 
any conſideration whatever, and to produce | 
genuine teſtimonies of their real ſervices 
at ſea, for fix .years, two 18 W 


8 dich to be 
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The very | ful ls of, this article, ; 


immediate reformation; - 


fun erfion ; 55 me unleſs the ſpi- 
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os firſt Lord of the. Admiralty. be ſup-· 


deſtructivs evil, our navy will become ſo 


f ought to characteriae the true- born ſons of 
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and exertions are in agitation, to 


penſive, imprudent, unne 


paler, de * the: ee Commiſ- 
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rited determination of our preſent illuſtri- 
LG ported, to, prevent the ingreaſe of ſuch a 


wretchedly degenerated, that inſtead of 
the reſpectable, manly appearance, which 


Neptune, we ſhall poſſeſs nothing more 
than the modern finical manners and ini "> 


At a time Sullen the Sh ſerious art en 1 * 5 


economy through every deparment of the 
State," a capital object "preſents" itſelf "to 
public view, founded upon the moſt ex- 
ee ary plat, that | 


could poſſibly be ſuggeſted, to render every 
| idea' 'of Garret FINITE and incffe@ual. ww | 


eo addi 8 e 


bones wy 
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ſioner, in Portfmouth dock-yard, is the 


abject alluded to. The magniſ cent man- 


ner of building,” ornamenting, and finiſping 


this lodging houſe, excites the general at- 


tention and diſapprobation of every friend 
to ceconomical reformation. From the ex- 
_ tenfive and elegant plan now carrying into 

execution, (although the Houſe within it- 
ſelf be eſtimated at 10 more than twelve 


thouſand pounds) the indirekt, or rather 


inevitable expence to government, upon an 
impartial calculation, will, in all proba - 


bility, amount to the enormous ſum of 


thirty thouſand pounds, before the Con 


—_— will be enabled to take poſſeſſion: 
of his ſuperb manſion, arid ſhall have 


cleared away all the excreſcencies, impe- 


diments, and buildings, which obſtruct 
the view of his dwelling houſe, and wflicli 


may be conſidered 'as nuiſatices to his 
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* he fours chapel (which has lately | 
undergone a very conſiderable repair) and 


where divine ſervice is performed every 
Sunday, and prayers twice a week, muſt 


be taken down. Storehouſes, 


workſhops, 


and offices f various denominations, 
which are, at preſent, dee 


houſe, muſt alſo be W away, th that. 
the ocquiſition. of the ground upon which. 


the Commiſſioners: old houſe now ſtands, 
will very little more than compenſate for 
that, upon which the new one, with all i its 
8 neceſſary arrangements, is to be erected; 
and in order to make this lodging houſe 
. perfectly elegant, they have put govern- 
ment to the extraordinary expence of ſend- 
ing to London for bricks at five pounds per 
thouſand, when bricks might be had in 
the neighbourhood of Portſmouth, equally. 
E uſeful, at twenty-four ſhillings per thou- 
ſand. * erect ſuch a aa houſe 


= 


— 
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| modated with ſuch a,  magnifi 
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for the temporary reſidence of a gentle- 


man poſſeſſing only five hundred pounds 
per annum under government, hath fo: 


much the appearance of profuſe extrava- 
gance, ignorance, and diſregard to the 
public welfare, that nothing but contempt 
of national œconomy can plead in excuſe 

for thoſe who were the original directors 
| of it; and it is generally underſtood, that 
the preſent firſt Lord of the Admiralty 


has expreſſed, in very high terms, his. 


diſapprobation of this intended magnificent, 


expenſive, building: Although he preſent 


reſident Commiſſioner be a gentleman of the 
moſt liberal, amiable character, poſſeſſing 


every: virtue and excellence, that can poſ- 


ſibly adorn human nature, and that his : 


private fortune be amply. independent, yet; 
I believe his wiſhes are not to be accom-.;. 
ent houſe; 
and had he been Lg conſulted upon the 
5 buſineſs 
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buſineſs, probably government would 1550 = 3 

"4 felt the good effects of his diſcretion aud ; | 

prudence. I am ſure, though upon all 

| occaſions, he'treats his friends and viſitants 3 
in the hoſpitable, elegant ſtile of a theo- 1 
rough-bred gentlemen, yet he would have 3 
been contented to have entertained his 


gueſts, and accommodated his own family, 

in a much leſs lodging bouſe than the pre- 2 
| ſiont ſuperd no which ie lA | 
=_. yt his reſidence. |. . 5 I 


Aan the manifeſt want t ob e web 

4 Ab in thoſe perſons who propoſed the 
building of thisexpenſive houſe, ac breach | 
of that duty which every man in a reſpon- : 
fable appointment ought to maintain, for | 
ite good of the country, L am led to fug-. 
geſt, that in all caſes where ſpeculative 


minds are I to, cenfure the conduct 
. official _ "Wy ſhould infallibly pro- 
We I i ir 85 | poſe 
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- effe@ual remedies, againſt the evils 
ſuggeſted, i in order- to impreſs the minds of 
impartial perſons, ſo as to enable them to 


judge properly, upon the merits of any 


gn 5p under diſcuflion. - 


1 * not fool 1 wyſelf u —_ the leah em- 


ron” or difficulty, in attempting to 


remedy the rpm. tw evil which I have 


ry out. , eee 7 F216. at 


It 13 Was FRY really neceflary, and 
perfectly convenient, to take down the 


| Commiſſioner” s old: houſe - in Portſmouth . 


dock-yard, and appropriate the ſpot upon 
- which the houſe and gardens ſtand, to mote . 


uſeful ſervices, and that another conve- ; 


nient habitation ſhould be found for the re- 
ſident Commiſſianer. Why not appto- ; 


pig) the G . e * the dock-yard 
te 4 | ; iy LETS belt + 


to that purpoſe, ueh is now become a 
W uſeleſs A pond marred to 30 


vernment . 
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When our navy was in-its infancy, and 
required every exertion to make it reſpec- 
table, the Royal Academy at Portſmouth 
Vas deemed. an eligible inſtitution, for the 
_ inſtruction of youth in the art of naviga- 
tion, and where many of our brave and 
ex perienced ſea officers, laid the foundation 


of of. all their ſubſequent, brilliant ſervices; 


but not in that proportion of numbers and 
excellence, which the public had a right to 
3 | bo ad from ſo 0 . exp -nfive an inſti- 


2 1-93 "Hes PIR art * navigation 451 down 0 
"al ATR known among our ſea "officers, 
and, from experience, it has been eſta- 
baliſhed, that one year at ſea qualifies a boy 

| ; | 2 95 8 
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as. a ſeaman and an artiſt, more than three 
years at the Royal Academy. The ſchool, | 
under this impreſſion, has been ſo . 
depreciated and deſerted, that of late years 
very few ſcholars have been introduced; 
and it frequently happens, that there are 
"no more than five or fix boys at a time 
| bi. the foundation, — 


_ 


The expence to Government attending 
dhe Royal Academy, including officers | 
ſalaries and contingent charges, amounts 
to about two thouſand pounds per annum 
a very extrayagant ſum indeed for the edu- 
 Fation only of a few boys in the art of 
navigation, who might be better tauglit at 5 


A Private academy for twenty pounds per | 


» 243 


annum each, or who would be abundantly 
Mat inſtru&ed c on board the King 8 ſhips, y 
in Pw. and praflical knowledge 0 of 5 


. 9 | ſeaman- 15 
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> ſeamanthip, under the diredlion of naval 


; ſchoolmaſters, appointed by Government 
for that e : 


The houſe, under 1 deſer eien of the 
-Royal Academy, might have been con- 0 
verted into a convenient, comfortable habi- 
tation for the reſident Commiſſioner, at the 

moderate expence o of one thouſand pounds; . 
indeed this large and commodious building 
is rather too much for a man enjoying 

only five hundred pounds per annum. 
Half the houſe and premiſes would be ſuf- 
ficient for the Commiſſioner ; I the other 
half could be eaſily. made convenient for 
the refidence of the Port Admiral; and as 
the nature of his duty requires that he 
: thould have a fixed place of 'relidence on 
7 ſhore, the ſouth wing and offices belong · 
ing to the Royal Academy wöuld be a | 
5 ny . ſituation for the Admiral; 


the 


(.,67- Þ 
the communication between him and the 
2 dock-yard officers, would thereby be ren- 
dered completely convenient, and they 
| would then be immediately acceſſible to 
each other, to confer upon all points of 
duty, neceſſary | to be diſcuſſed between 
them, for the good of His Majeſty's 
| ſervice. 


2 1 the Commiſſioner had been fixed in 
| that ſituation, it would have prevented the 

8 | | intended demolition of the chapel, ſtore= . 
| houſes, workſhops, offices, &c. which 

| | are to be taken down in conſequence of 
: erecting the Commiſſioner” ned houſe, and 
a very conſiderable ſpace of ground would 

. have been ſaved thereby, which, in an 


| arſenal, where ground is an invaluable ob- 


1 ject, would have contributed abundantly, 
to facilitate the execution of the new ar- 

| rangements that are intended to be com- 
: . 


\ 
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* pledied, 1 in NL, to make "Portſmouth the | 


1 moſt convenient and reſpeckable d dock end 
- in in England. | 
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The t idea of appropriating the 
Royal Academy to be a dwelling houſe, —— -|| - 
the reſident Commiſſioner, has been ap- 
proyed of under every conſideration of 
convenience and ceconomy,, by all deſcrip- 
| tions of ſenſible men: and how ſo much 
1 money can be permitted to be ſunk up * - 
Luch an expenſive building as the Commiſ. 2 
| fioner * nero houſe in a dock-yard, "where | 
| ground i is of ineſtimable value, and for a 
: man with a ſalary of five hundred pounds 
per annum only, is a matter of aſtoniſh- 
: ment! It is therefore to be hoped, that an "=" 
immediate ſtop will be put to this moſt „ 
: travagant building, as it is not yet too 
late, to prevent the extenſive plan of this 
5 lodging boyſe, from being raiſed into a 
1 a 
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"When a ' propoſition was agitated: in the 
*Hbuſe of Commons for ' purchaſing 'Sir 
5 Gregory. Page "Turner's houſe upon Black- 

heath, for the royal cadets at Woolwich, 


for the ſum of twenty thouſand pounds, 


it met with ſo much oppoſition and diſap- 
probation, that it was deemed an unneceſ- 
ſary, extravagant expence to Government. 
The cadets at Woolwich, who are intend- 
ed for the ſervice of the royal artillery, 
(che moſt brilliant corps in Britain) have 
no other ſituation wherein they may be 
enabled to attain their profeſſion as artil- 
lery men, than the Warren at Woolwich, 
which, from the inereaſe of eadets, and 
the additional improvements in the art of 
war, ſince its firſt inſtitution, is become 
ee, too ſmall for carrying on their 
prac- 


Xt * 1 | 
pradiicat manceuvres : J FR the young 
men intended for ſea officers, have the ad- 
vantage of embarking on board the King's 
ſhips, to attain their profeſſion as ſeamen 
and artiſts, and the Royal Academy at 
_ Portſmouth is alſo, appropriated for their 
education, at the enormous expence of two 
thouſand pounds per annum to Govern- 
| ment, though it is now become totally 
uſeleſs and aufe Jary; ae the Wool- 


obtain their „ as ate d men, 
vhoſe ſervices are eſteemed to be of the 
3 e n. to the State. 


5 Ane ebe Aint 6 eye of oaths; hack.” 
J directed its obſervation on the impropriety 
85 and extravagance of erecting a magnificent 

houſe, for the reſident Commiſſioner of 

. Portſmouth dock-yard, it has“ been. urged 


T 3 
as a ſaloo, in order to put a good face 
upon- ſuch a flagrant a& of needleſs ex- 


- pence, that the building is not intended 


merely for the reſidence of the Commiſl- 
ſioner, but to provide a ſuite of rooms for 


the reception of His Majeſty, whenever 


\ he ſhall be diſpoſed to viſit his royal navy 
at Portſmouth. I believe no ſubje& in 
Britain would have the leaſt objection to 
eſtabliſh the moſt convenient and reſpecta- 
ble apartments for the reception of His 


Majeſty, and to provide every thing ſuita- 


ble to his rank and dignity, upon ſuch an 


occaſion, though the uncertainty of a vi- 


fitation from that great perſonage, would 
( carcely admit of making any expenſive 

proviſion for that purpoſe; and admitting 
it to be proper, under every conſideration | 
of | reſpe& to the King, to have à conve- 


'  nient place eſtabliſhed for his accommoda- 
tion, why not appropriate the ſouth wing 
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of: the Royal, Academy in Partſmoyth, 
dogk-yard,. and convert it, into royal apart. 
ments for. the reception of, His. Majeſty, 
or any, part of the Royal Family, which, 
might be effected at a very ſmall, expence, 
and which waulfl be abundantly mote conr 
venient and uſeful than; any; rooms in the, 
miſſioner 's nom houſe, for the qcm 
ion; of the, King or any, part of the 
| Rag F. milz, wihenewer they . 
Mak oper to, ho ¹ 
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o the a upon ha eee | 
_ dilitighed State af the | Navy, &c. * 
would ſwell this book rather beyand the 
hos of a common publication, eſpecially 
intend hereafter, toenter into a diſcuſ- 1 


„ 1 : 15 © ED. > | lative 


- ; 


"tim. 


| ative to the navy. I ſhall therefore only 


touch upon one material point, which has 


not yet been properly attended to, and 


leave the other important fuggeſtions, con- 


tained in the Addreſs, to find the way to 


official men as time and circumſtances ſhall 


The mode of employing our artificers 


in the King's dock-yards, excites at this 
time, the ſerious attention of all diſcern- 


ing, ſpeculative men; and although it 
may be the peculiar excellence of a very 


ſenſible, official man, who preſides at one 
: of our public Boards, to work reforma- 
tions in the ſeveral departments under his 


direction, for which he is entitled to abun- 
dant commendation and merit; yet I con- 
ceive, were he diſpoſed to be 4 /ittle more 


liberal in his ideas, upon the neceſſary con- 


catination of ſubordination, and could be 
” RE pre- 
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prevailed. en to promote the elfications 


16 of confidence; amongſt - the reſpee- 
tive <Mcers;- over whoſe official conduct 


mY 


he has the honour to preſide, I am ſure he 
would not only coneiliate the minds of 

| numberleſs individuals, but the nation in 
general, would applaud him for his be- 


coming condeſcenſion, in adopting ſuch ſa- 
lutary meaſures as would infallibly pro- 
mote, in various inſtances, the ſpirit and 

welfare of His Majeſty s ſervice, through 
the extenſive eſtabliſhments of our nou pec- 
tive ee 635 ↄ 0] al dyt 
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| b ging: . one E per . to 
each artifice! under the deſcription of work - 


ing ſhipwrights, whoſe ſervices are inva - 
mable to this country, is a pitiful pittance, 
compared with other uſeful mechanical 
workmen, who, in private working fitua- | 
| _—_ will earn from wy to fifteen ſhil- 
. F ͤ 
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lings per day. It is really. aſtoniſhing, 


| how theſe working ſhipwrights can ſubmit - 
to be fettered down to ſuch a pritance, 


when there are ſo many alluring avenues 
open, to lead them into. more advantageous 


| bled to ſupport their families in comfort 
and decency, Indeed it is much to be 


lamented as a public grievance, that thoſe 
5 extraordinary uſeful men begin to look 
about them, and are directing their viewWs 


and inclinations to America, Ruſſia, and 


other places, where encouragement and 


comfortable ſubſiſtence are to be found. 


The emigration of great numbers of our 


moſt active and experienced ſhipwrights, 
as well as thoſe of our beſt ſeamen, 1 
fear, hath lately occurred. Though men 
are naturally attached to their native coun- 

wha it is not to be conceived they will 
” „ ſubmit 
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fybmit to flaroe at home, hen opportu- 
nities offer to live comfortably and in 
affluence abroad. + ane e t d of 0 
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2 heſs e fuggeltions bling r me to the con- 
Adderation in what manner our artificers 
ought to be employed in the King's dock- 
yards: in order that government ſhould 
reap the moſt extended advantages from 
the labour and exertions of the artificers, 
it would bes proper” to employ them gene- 
| rally, upon ; taſt work; but not in the 
ee | ee manner they are engaged 
in ſummer time. On 19ſt or jebb work, 
which confines them to a certain ſmall 
ſum per day, not exceeding ſeven pence, 
more than they allow the daily workmen, 
Who, whether they work or not, are paid : 

for their day s work. lf the m 
work taſk or jobb work, could be permitted 
to exert themſelves, in a manner ſo as to 
enable. 


n who 


Twi 

enable them to earn five or fix ſhillings 
per day, government would feel the good 
effects of ſuch able exertions; and it 


would contribute abundantly, towards expe- | 


diting the putting our ſhips into a proper 
ſtate of ordinary, upon which ſervice not 
a moment's delay ſhould be permitted. 
But the workmen who are employed upon 


Taſt or jobb work, are reſtricted to one day 
and tvs tides; and though the expeditious 
manner of working 1ſt or. jobb work, will 


allow them to complete their allotted Pro- 


portton 'of work, perhaps in haf a day, 5 
they are not permitted to leave their ſta- 

tions, until the other workmen, who work 
by he day, quit the dock yard. This = 
cruel reſtriction, creates a ſpecies of idle- 

neſs and inattention in the workmen, | 


tending to promote licentiouſneſs, and 


gives a moſt ſhameful check to the volun- 
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A eee upon 4 liberal, extended 
1 would not only put the artific 

into poſſeſſion of more wages, ; ich 
would enable them to ſupport their fami- 
lies in high cor and becoming de 
e but eee would feceive in · 
tages from che ſpirited 
2 {aitjhicers4 and admitting 
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they would earn five ſhillings per day, 


when ace upon 14ſt or jobb cvorꝶ, 
the conſequence of ſuch increaſed wages 
; uld- Ritawlats them to perform their 


duty with alacrity, and government would 
thereby engroſs the whole time and effen- 
; 1 8 =. = 2 : 
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I am aware that arguments 5 will be op- 


ee to all theſe reaſonable ſu n e 
Sn 
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it will be ſaid, we do not want more ſer- 
vice from the ſhipwrights than what, at 


preſent, occupies their time ; becauſe they 


perform as much work as we think neceſ- 
ſary, to put the ſhips into good condition, 
and for the increaſe of the na yx. 


5 I vill not preſume to ſport an opinion 
diametrically oppoſite to the ſentiments of 
fene official men, nor will I have the ar- 


rogance to put my judgement in competi- 
tion with them, upon theſe ſerious points 


of national concern; but F will venture 


to pronounce it to be the general opinion 


of all our moſt experienced officers, and 


profeſſional men, of every denomination, 
that the putting our navy into a ſpeedy, 
| reſpectable, found ſituation, in order to 
guard againſt ſudden and unexpected events, 
requires abundantly - more exertion, than 
the preſent mode of carrying on duty, in 

pO the 
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1 ſhall now. yew "ROY adit theſes 
ſtrictures upon naval departments, &c. 
Ke. &c. with the flattering hopes, they 
will receive that general, public, candid 
x attention and approbation, which ſo con- 
| . ſpicuouſly marked the Addreſs | to the late 
= Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 


„ ee eee of, et Rates canner 
orig and pings; official men. 


1 upon AT Ki polled. of 


real knowledge and improved, abilities, and 


5 who are capable of communi 
mation 8 the moſt intereſti 


: matters 3 in Feſeming dw e their | 


opinions 
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nerally meet with diſcouraging and fcorn- 


ful treatment, inſtead of receiving that at 
tention and decent enouragement, which 
ought to be adminiſtered to men, who, 


difintereſtedly offer their aſſiſtance, in 


pointing out reformations and improve- 
ments to promote the public welfare. 
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DRAMATIC, WOKKS; | 5 


Compiled from VARIOUS. COMMEN.- 
1 gaps 2 5 


tt | . +86 ; Nature jew pencil to nis hand commits, | 


DRESS To THE, PUBLIC, 


Li S 37 i . 1 "+ 4. 32" .3 p *t 


ew e Sanne PRARE} 4d an edivion of fs | 
'_ - - fingular a form as the preſent, in which all his plays are | | 
comprehended in one volume, will, perhaps, appear furpriſ- 6 
ing to-many 23 Hut, upon a; little refleftion, their ſur- 
| Edit gt -be eee = approba- 


Much 4 e Ants! ind bf: lb years, and . 
eres as the admiration and ſtudynof him have been extend- 


2 4 there is an 2 TOA claſ ol men de whom he is im- 
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perfectiy known, Many of che middling 3 RT ranks 
vf the inhabitants of this country are either pot- acquainted 
with him at all, excepting by name, or have only ſeen a few 
af his plays, which have accidentally fallen is their way. Is 
is to ſupply the wants of theſe perſons that the prefeat Edition 
is principally undertaken; and it cannot fail of becoming to 
them a perpetual ſource of entertainment and inſtruction. 
That they will derive che higheſt entertainment from jt, 
no one can deny; for it does not require any extraordinary 
dergee of knowledge or education to enter into the general ſpi- 
rit of SHAKSPEARE«: The paſſions he deſcribes are the paſs 
ſions which are felt by every human being; and his wit and 
humour are not local, or confined to the cuſtoms of a parti - 
cular age, but are ſuch as will give pleaſure at all times, and 
to men of all ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt. 825 

But the inſtruction chat may be drawn from SHAKSPEARE 
is equal to the entertainment which his writings. afford. He 
is the greateſt maſter of human nature, and of human life, 
that, perhaps, ever exiſted; ſo that we cannot peruſe his 
works without having our underſtandings conſiderably en- 
larged. Beſides this, he abounds in occaſional maxims and 
reflections, which are calculated to make a deep impreſſion 
 npon the mind. There is ſcarcely any circumſtance in the 
| common. occurrences of the world, on which ſomething may 
not be found peculiarly applicable in SHAKSPEARE; and at 
the ſame time, better exproſles than in any other author, 
To promote, therefore, achse of bim, Is; to coutribngy 
to the general improvement. 

Nor is the utility of the . onblicecion confined; tq 
| perſon af the rank already deſeribed; it will he found fer- 
viceable to. thoſe whoſe fituations in life have enabled them 
to purchaſe all the expenſive editions of our great dramatiſt. 
The book now: offered ta the public may commodieuſiy be 
taken. into a coach or poſt chaiſe, for amuſement in a jour; 
ney 3. ey üf a company of gentlemen ſhould happen, in conver- 
3 to mention SHAKS PEARE, or to diſpute conce 1 5 | 
bg paſſage, : . volume, containing the hole af 


with Sreat. ae be fetched by. 4 ſervant e 


out af a library or cloſet. In thort, any particular paſſage 
may, at all times, and with eaſe, be recurred to. It 1 5 
compendium, not an abridgement, of the nobleſt of out 
poets, and a library i in a ſingle volume. ue 
he Editor hath endeavoured to give all the ka 
dis work. which the nature of i it PS, I * * accgend 
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"Of his life, which is taken from Rowe, and his laſt will, in 
reality, comprehend almoſt every thing that is known with 
regard to the perſonal hiſtory of SHAKsPEARE. The anzi- 
ous reſearches of his admirers have ſcarcely been able to : 
collect any farther information concerning him, 

The text in the preſent edition, has been given as it was 
ſettled by the moſt approved commentators. It does not con- 
ſiſt with the limits of the deſign, that the notes ſhould be 
large, or very numerous: they have not, however, been 


wholly neglected. The notes which are ſubjoined are ſuch as 


were neceſſary for the purpoſe of illuſtrating and explaining 
obſolete words, unuſual Phraſes, old cuſtoms, and obſcure 
or diſtant allufions. - In ſhort, it has been the Editor's aim 
to omit nothing which may ſerve to render SHAKSEARR. 
intelligible to every capacity, and to every claſs of readers, 
Having this view, he cannot avoid exprefling his 'bope, 
that an undertaking, the utility of which is ſo apparent, will 
be encouraged by the public; and his confidence of a favour- 
able reception is "increaſed. by the conſciouſneſs that he is 
not doing an injury to any one. The ſucceſs of the preſent 
volume will not impede the ſale of the larger editions of 
SHAKSPEARE, "hich will {till be equally ſought for wy theſe 
to whom the purchaſe of them may be convenient. 
Gentlemen in the Country finding a difficulty in pro- . 
euring the above valuable Work, by directing a Live to Mr. 
STOCKDALE, oppoſite Burlington Houſe, Piccadilly, ap- 
pointing the Payment thereof in London, ſhall have it imme - 
| diately Sorwarded, ——_ yo" to any Part of: 'Great: Bris 
_ tain. 
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ville's Bill; together with References to the Journals of the 
Houſe of Commons, for every procceding to be found in 
them relating to matters of Election: and a particular: Ac- 
count of the Conſtitution of Committees for trying contro- 
verted Caſes; the Mode of Petitioning, the Manner of pro- 
oeeding in them; and the various Regylations that _— 0 
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made concerning the ſame, In one large Volume vo. Price 
| 75. in boards. 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. | "In fix Volumes | 


$yvo. Price 11. ros. in boards. 


An authentic ACCOUNT of all the DEBATES of the 


ut Seſſion of the late Parliament; including, amongſt a va- 


riety of other important and intereſting Matter, a complete 


and particular Account of the whole of the Debates on the 
- ſeveral great Queſtions that led to the Diſſolution, followed 
up to the Day on which it took Place, conſtituting one of the 
moſt capital Details of parliamentary Information ever known; 
including the whole of the Proceedings of the St. Alban's 

Tavern Meeting. Correct Liſts of the Diviſions, and of 


the whole Houſe, as it ſtood the Day it was diſſolved, ſhews. - 


ing how each Member divided. 
N. B. Nothing can be more neceſſary than theſe Debates, 


nor only for the new Members, but for all choſe who fat in 


the laſt Houſe of Commons, as well on Account of the Hiſ- 


tory contained in them of the greateſt political Events that 


ever agitated this Country, as their ſhewing the State ia 
which a variety of Buſineſs was left at the Diffolution of 
Parliament, which will be taken up again and endes | 


by the new Houfe of Commons. 


, Thoſe Gentlemen who have had Part of the e 


Work, are requeſted to complete it as ſoon as poſſible. 
The RESOLVEs of the COMMITTEE appointed to 
try the Merits of the Klection ſur the County of Gloy- 


ceſter, in the Year 1777. George Berkeley, Eſq. Peti- 


tioner, William Bramley. Cheſter, Eſq. ſitting Member. 
Taken, at the Time, by Sir CECIL WRAY, - Bart, he | 


Chairman. One vol. 8 vo. Price 38. 6d. 


CONSIDERATIONS on the Commercial Conneftions be- 


tween Great Britain and the United States of America. To 


which is now firſt added, a Plan for an Act of Parliament 


for the Eſtabliſhment and Regulation of our Trade with the 


American States. Alſo a PREFACE, containing emarks 


upon the Authorities on which Lord Sheffield has founded 
the principal Part of bis Obſeryations on the Age: ind : 


the American States. 
WEE | RICHARD CHAMPION, Ei · 5 
Late Deputy Paymaſter General of Bis Majeſty's be 
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the Preſidents of the -Congreſs, from 1774; Preſidents and 


Governors. of the American State; and a number of other 


nem Liſts, not to be found in any other Publication. Con- 


taining complete Liſts of Britiſh nd Iriſh Houſes of Parlia- 
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